T.W. MINISTRIES (U.S.A.) 
Post Office Box 36941 
Phoenix, Arizona 85067-6941 USA 
Telephone: (001) 1-602-939-7288 
Fax: (001) 1-602-841-0422 

Friday, October 29, 1993 

To: THAILAND BIBLE SOCIETY 

Fm: DARYL WESTFALL 

Re: THAI LANGUAGE BIBLE PRODUCTION 

Dear Sirs: 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Not long ago, we purchased a Thai Bible in a local 
bookstore. It was published by the Thailand Bible Society in 
1992, and the ISBN is listed as 974-8183-00-9. 

We noticed that it was printed in the United States. We 
also noticed that the Bible's binding, endsheets, and maps were 
identical in style to the English-language New World Translat ion 
of the Holy Scriptures, published by the Watchtower Bible and 
Tract Society of New York. 

Would we be correct in assuming that your Thai Bible was 
printed by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society? If so, could 
you suggest someone we could contact at the Watchtower Society 
for information on Bible production in foreign languages? 

Please reply by airmail if possible. If airmail is not 
possible, please send us a reply by FAX at (001) 1-602-841-0422. 
Your assistance is greatly appreciated. 

May you continue to bring glory and honor to God through 
your distribution of his Holy Word! 

Sincerely, 

Daryl Westfall 

T.W. Ministries (U.S.A.) 




Rev.SOMDEE POOSAWTSEE Ph,D. 

GENERAL SECRETARY 



PO.BOX 4-198 BANGKOK 10400 THAILAND 

telex; 84aM' ATTN. BIBLE SOCIETY" 

TEL, 279 8341-2 



319/52-55 i;m^fv)3B1 

ni\5mvi^i04oo 



Uovdmbtn. 1, 1993 



Ml. Vatyl Wtitfiall 
T.W.MlnL6tilz6 (USA) 
Po6t 0^/)lc^ 36941 
?koQ,n.i.x., Ai-izona 85067-694 
U.S.I. 



cc: Vi. jQ,n li. T-ia-i 

!4i. [/aitan Sahaqi^an 



VQ.at Ut. W(>_f,tiatt, 



G^zztlngi to you Ln jQ,Aa6'i namt. 

I iQ^doXvud Ljoan. Oct. 19, iax conc?,in-Lng tkn. TkaL B-Lblz 0VS3. May I 
bfiLz^ly an^wHK yoiin. qae.iti.on a-5 .■{^oitou:- 

1. JkLi, Thai ^i.bi-zJLi an old vtiii.on noimatty ui&.d by olddn. de,nom-ina- 
ti.oni and on.ganLzati.oni. 

1. In 1992 the. Watch. ToMcn. ELblo, and Tiact SocLcJiy o^ New yon.k [Jht 
Jzhovah'i WLtnzMzi) n.(iQ.(UVQ,d pe.imLaLon to pn.i.nt thti Bible tn 
the. uie.. We. bought 500 (iople.6 ^ot 6ale.6 to G.huiche.i tn Thailand. 
?e.n.hap6 the. copy you. have, muit be, one. o^ the.ie.. 

3. Ai /'jUi ai i.n{)Oimati^on about ptLnti,nn Ei.bte.i In othe.1 language,-f> , 
you may iyiqui,ie. the. WTBTS Ln Mew Votk. 

4. Uiually Bi.ble.i ate. copy-miLghttd by the. Mati,onal Btble. Soci^oXy i.n 
countn.i^e.i wke.>ie. the. language. Li f,poke.n. The.ie,{)On.e. you can izquQ.it 
pe.imi66lon to pn.i.nt the. lanqauge.f> conce,imd ^tom the. apptopti^att 
Btble. Soci^eXy. 

I iugge.it you LnquLie. at the Ami.ni.can. BLbte. SocteXy iincc you at<L i.n th^ 
UniX^d State.i. The. addn.e.ii, i.i:- 

1S65 Btoadmay 

Mei^j Votk, N.V. 10023 

U.S.A. 

Te.1. [212] 408-1200 

Fax. (212) 40S-1512 

The. pe.>iion you may contact i.i Ut. i/attan Sahagi.an. 
I hope, my aniiAie.ii ate. kzlp(iUl to you. 

Vouii ii.nce.ie.ly. 




->/tX -i'- 



/ ^'.^--r^ t^u..\_--- 



SP:ic 
GOD'S WORD: HOPE FOR ALL 



Re.v, Vi. Somdee. Pooiawtie.e. 
Ge.ne.ial Se.cie.taiy 
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T . W . MINI S"l' F^ I EB ( U . E5. ft - > 

Por=t 0-f-fice Box 36941 

Phoen i K, fir i zona S350&7--G3ai IJSP 

Telephones <:001) l-b02-339--72S8 

FaK: CBOl) 1 -£02-841-0422 

Saturday! December 4? 1393 

To: F^EV. DR. S50MDEE POOBflWTBEE 

Fm: DRRYL WESTFflLL 

Re: THAI LflNGUOGE BIBLE PRODUCTiah- 

Dear M- Poo'sawt^seej 



GrH?etings once a-Eia i n in the name o-f our our Lord Jesuu Christ! 

Your proivipt rei;pon?5e to our FftX o^-f October 2'B \'s ^sreatlv 
appreciated. Your ansvNers were very helpful to uni and anssv'^ered most 
o-f our que-st i oris,, We thanl^: you very much for your Kind ass i stance. 

We under =5 land that the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society 
received permission to publ ish the TBE3 Thai Bible 0V33. Recording to 
the Photocopy that was included in your letterj the WTE-iTS published 
47 50ta Uu5M:) copies of aV33 in 1332. This edition of the Bible listed 
the WTErrE) as the publ isher of the Bible "by permission of the Thai land 
Bible Society. " I am presuming' from the Photocopy you enclosed that 
the* 500 which v-jere purchased by the TEfES were frodi this particular 
p r i n t i ri y „ 

We are con f used t since our copy of DVS3 lists the Thai land Ef i b I e 
Society as the publ isher? arid the WTBTE> is nowhere dientioried on the 
copyright page. fi I sov the B i b 1 1? wh? have lists a pririt run of 27000 
cop'ies <!2M). fire we correct; in assuming that the WTBTE) publ ished an 
additional 2-/ 000 copies of DVS3 specifically for the use of the 
Thai land Bible Society? If this is the case? might we ask if these 
2t 000 copies were sold to the Thailand E) i b I e Bocietyj or were they 
donated? 

(We reco^gvi i zed our copy of 0y33 to be publ ished by the WTBTS 
bec:ause the maps on the inside front arid back covers are identical to 
those printed in the En?.? I i sh- 1 angua9i=? "New World Translation" (MWT). 
ft I soi the maps that fol Ion the text in the bach of the Bible are 
identical to those p>rinted in the MWT. In add it ion t the style of 
binding is identical. Please see t,he enc hosed Photocopy 
comF^ar i sons. !' 

I understand from your letter that 0VS3 is an o I d6>r Thai 
t ra\ns I at i on. Could you explain how it varies from a more, modern Bible 
in the Thai language? Could you perhap's mention a few of the older 
denominations which prefer the translation of 0VS3? Does 0V83 
translate thn? Tet ra<3 rammaton CJehovahv Yahweh) in the Old Testament! 
or does it substitute "Lord" as the GreeK E!»ep>t uag i nt does? 
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I r'?al i ze that hiv qu€-st i ovib ari=.' Many and unusual- find I do 
reel ate the time avid e-f-fort yau have provided to respond to My 
uiries- P I e^ise let us know if there is anvthin^J we can do to 
i St your Ministry efforts i Vi tl-»e future. We are a Trinitarian 
istian ministry that provides Bib! i ca I answers to the claims of 
troversial reli-=)ious groups,, We plan on publishing a newsletter? 
well as producing tracts and Inooklets. I would be more than happy 
«jend copies to you as they become available. If our information 
Id ptrove helpful to Christians in Thailand? you would be more than 
come to travislate them into Thai and distribute them with our 
m i ss i on. 



We wil I continue to pray that God would use you and the Thai land 
Bible Society to help spread the sood riews of God's f ree sa I vat i on to 
the people of Thai land. Your nation and its peOF'le are in our 
prayers. 



E) i ncere I y » 



Dary I West fa I i 

T.W. Ministries (USR) 



Enc I OBure 

cc! David Eirown 
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Rev.SOMDEE POOSAWTSEE Ph.D. 
GENERAL SECRETARY 



PO.BOX 4-198 BANGKOK 10400 THAILAND 

telex: 84854 ■ATTN. BIBLE SOCIETY " 

TEL. 2798341-2 



319/52-55 iimfifuSDn 
n^oivivi., 10400 



Januaiy 6, 1994 



Ml, Vaiijl (})<i6t{^all 
T.U. UinLitilQ,^ (U.S.A. 
Poit OiiLzd. Box. 36941 
Phozni.x, kiJizoncL 85067- 
U.S.A. 



6941 



I Mould ti-kt to itipond to youi Ittt^i o^ Pecembe-^ 4. 

Tkt 0\J83 i.6 an oldti Thai, vzn.6i.on o^ thz. B^blt . It li pn.t{]tiitd by tkt 
Jakovak WiXnUiU and tkt Apoitol-ic ChiLfich. It aio^i tkz ujoid Jzhovah 
i,n tko. Old Te.6tam?.nt. It dl/)f^t^i (^lom tht molt modtin tKan6latx.onfi 
moitly btcaaio. tht moit itctnt onti takt i.nto account tkt na.tu.Kal ckangt-i 
a languagtA txptiLtncti In Iti a-it ovti tkt ytciii. Alio btcaait mofit 
itctntly dLicovtitd manai cn.i.pt6 mtit tkt baii.6 {^on. ts./:Ln.^ilmtloyi,tht mofit 
modtKn vtiiJion li conildtKtd moit accuKatt. 

I kopt tk'is i.6 ktlp^ul to you.. 

Tkank you vtKy muck {^oi piatng ^oi TBS and {)0K Tkatland. 



VauKi, hlnctKtly , 





/ 



.M.tv. Vi. Somdtt Poo6auJt6tt 
Gtntial Stcittaiy 



SP6C 



GOD'S WORD: HOPE FOR ALL 



J^IW 



T.W. MINISTRIES (U.S.A.) 
Post Office Box 36941 
Phoenix, Arizona 85067-6941 USA 
Telephone: (001) 1-602-939-7288 
Fax: (001) 1-602-841-0422 

Friday, January 28, 1994 

To: SOMDEE POOSAWTSEE 
Fm: DARYL WESTFALL 
Re: OV83 BIBLE 

Dear Somdee, 

Thank you once again for your quick and courteous reply to my 
letter of December 4th. 

Your answer to my "technical" questions concerning the OV83 
translation are most helpful. Not speaking the Thai language 
myself, and not personally knowing anyone who does, I was unable to 
learn this information on my own. Your assistance, therefore, is 
greatly appreciated. 



However, 




1. Were 2,000 addit ional copies of OV83 publ ished by 
the WTBTS specifically for the use of the Thailand 
Bible Society? 

2. If so, were these 2,000 copies sold to the Thailand 
Bible Society or were they donated? 

Permit me to explain why I ask these questions, Somdee. I 
work at a Christian bookstore in Phoenix, Arizona. In October, our 
store purchased a copy of the OV83 Thai Bible from the American 
Bible Society in New York. 

This Bible attracted the attention of a friend and ministry 
associate of mine, Mr. David Brown. Mr. Brown is an ex-Jehovah's 
Witness and former worker in the Society's Bethel printshop in 
Brooklyn, New York. He is familiar with the binding processes 
employed in producing Watchtower literature. When he spotted the 
OV83 Bible in our "Foreign Languages" department, he remarked that 



it looked very similar to the small, black New World Translat ion 
Bible published by the Society. Upon opening the Bible, he was 
astonished to discover that the maps printed on the inside covers 
and/in the back of the Bible were identical to those printed in the 
Ne\4 World Translation. (The only difference being that the text in 
the maps was in Thai rather than in English.) Despite the fact 
that the Society's name is nowhere to be found in this Thai Bible, 
all indications left no doubt to Mr. Brown as to where it was 
printed . 

This discovery is astonishing when you realize the position 
that the WTBTS maintains concerning ministries such as your own. 
Permit me to explain. 

Jehovah's Witnesses declare themselves to be the only religion 
that truly serves God and operates under his direction. In their 
book You Can Live Forever in Paradise on Earth, the Watchtower 
Society says: "Did Jehovah ever use more than one organization 
during any period of time? ...Jesus Christ foretold that there 
would be only one source of spiritual instruct ion for God's 
people .. .This organization of God's servants is known as Jehovah' s 
Wi tnesses . " (page 193, emphasis mine) In the July 15, 1987 edition 
of The Watchtower, it is said that "we cannot hope to receive holy 
spirit if we ignore the earthly channel Jehovah is using today, 
'the faithful and discreet slave,' represented by the Governing 
Body of Jehovah's Witnesses. Without help from this 'slave,' we 
would neither be able to understand the full import of what we read 
nor know how to apply what we learn." (page 19, emphasis mine) 

All other churches, and Christian organizations in the world 
are under the control of Satan (according to the WTBTS) and thus 
are an abomination to God. (This would include the Thailand Bible 
Society.) They believe that all of these groups comprise the 
"whore of Babylon" spoken of in Revelation chapters 17 through 19. 
The Society book. Revelation ~ Its Grand Climax At Hand! says: "We 
recognize Babylon the Great as being all of false rel igion. She is 
'the mother of all harlots' because all the individual false 
religions in the world, including the many sects in Christendom, 
are like her daughters, imi tat ing her in committing spiri tual 
harlotry." (page 244, emphasis mine) The book goes on to say that 
"[a]s the principal part of Babylon the Great, Christendom will 
become a lifeless ruin, as so vividly depicted by Jerusalem's 
desolate condition after 607 B.C.E... Good riddance when her final 
destruction takes placel" (pages 270 and 271, emphasis mine) 
Suffice it to say that Jehovah's Witnesses do not like us very 
much . 

But it is not enough for a Jehovah's Witness to hate the 
churches and organizations of "Christendom," it must have nothing 
whatsoever to do with them! The Revelation book continues: "Is it 
really so urgent to flee out of Babylon the Great, withdrawing from 
membership in the world's religions and making a complete 
separat ioni It is, for we need to take God's view of this age-old 



religious monstrosity, Babylon the Great ...In a similar way, the 
voice out of heaven warns God's people today to flee from Babylon 
the Great in order not to receive part of her plagues .. .God' s 
people need to separate themselves from false religion if they 
themselves do not want to suffer these plagues and ult imately die 
with her." (pages 265 and 266, emphasis mine) Jehovah's 

Witnesses are warned not to involve themselves in any way with 
"Christendom," except to persuade us to become Jehovah's Witnesses. 
Those who do involve themselves with organizations of "Christendom" 
(churches, Bible study groups. Christian relief agencies, Bible 
societies, YMCA, etc.) are often disf ellowshipped (excommunicated) 
from the organization f or ,commi t t ing "spiritual fornication." Such 
a person is expected by Witnesses to share in the plagues mentioned 
at Revelation 18:4. 

Permit me to present a hypothetical scenario that would 
explain this. Let us say that an individual Jehovah's Witness 
owned his own printing business. This Witness decided that he 
wanted to publish a Bible in the Thai language (that included the 
name "Jehovah") to provide to Thai-speaking Jehovah's Witnesses. 
He contacted your organization, and asked for permission to publish 
your Bible - in this case, OV83. Once having received permission 
from you, this Jehovah's Witness published a certain number of 
copies for his own use, and then published an additional number of 
copies specifically for the use of the Thailand Bible Society. 
(Now, this Jehovah's Witness would have to conduct all of this 
business secretively, for if it were known that he was transacting 
business with the Thailand Bible Society - an organization of 
"Christendom" - the "Great Whore of Babylon" - he would face a 
judicial committee and would likely be disf el lowshipped from the 
organization. This individual would be "shunned" by his former 
friends and associates within the organization, who would not be 
permitted to say a greeting to him or even acknowledge his 
presence. (The practice of "shunning" a disf el lowshipped Jehovah's 
Witness is mandated by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society.) 

I hope you can see where I am leading. The Watchtower has 
involved itself in the very sort of practice that it forbids its 
own members to do - under threat of excommunication, no less! By 
publishing copies of OV83 for the Thailand Bible Society, the 
Governing Body of Jehovah's Witnesses - the self-professed 
"faithful and discreet slave" - has been neither "faithful" nor 
"discreet." They are guilty of using "dishonest scales" (Proverbs 
11:1) - telling their members one thing, and doing exactly the 
opposi te . 

Now, please understand that we do not seek to accuse your 
organization of any wrongdoing. We believe the Thailand Bible 
Society to be a fine, upstanding Bible-publishing ministry 
organization. We would urge the financial and prayer support of 
all Christians to further the fine outreach work conducted by the 
Thailand Bible Society. Nor do we feel that the Thailand Bible 
Society acted improperly in accepting copies of OV83 published by 



the WTBTS. We would seek to defend the integrity of the Thailand 
Bible Society at all costs. 

But perhaps you can better understand my reasons for asking 
the questions I am asking. I pray and work for the release of 
Jehovah's Witnesses from spiritual bondage to an earthly 
organization. It is my desire, rather, that they come to know and 
serve the living Christ, who does not wish to see us placed under 
a yoke of slavery, but to serve in freedom as adopted sons and 
daughters of God. It is my prayer for them to know the certainty 
of forgiveness of sins, and not (as taught under the organization) 
that they must work to merit their resurrection and earn their own 
salvation. The good news of free forgiveness through the blood of 
Christ is theirs, too. But sometimes, they must come to know that 
the organization that they strive to live so righteously for, does 
not play by the same set of rules it demands of its own followers. 
They need to know of this in order to decide for themselves whether 
it is right or wrong to serve a human institution in an attempt to 
gain eternal life. They need to know this before they will freely 
come to Jesus Christ for life everlasting. 

And this is why I hope you are willing to provide the answers 
to the questions I pose to you in this letter, Somdee. The eternal 
destiny of a human life may depend upon it (James 5:19-20). 

Yours Most Sincerely, 

Daryl Westfall 

T.W. Ministries (U.S.A.) 

cc : David Brown 




Rev.SOMDEE POOSAWTSEE Ph.D. 
GENEHAL SECHETAHY 



PO.BOX 4-198 BANGKOK 10400 THAILAND 

telex: 84854" ATTN. BIBLE SOCIETY' 

TEL. 2798341-2 

February 8, 199 A 



319/52-55 ^;mR'3'\^SB^ 
n'jaiviWT 10400 



Mr. Daryl Westfall 
T.W. Mnistries (U.S.A.) 
Post Office Box 36941 
Phoenix Arizona 8507-6941 
U.S. a. 



Dear Daryl , 



cc : Rev Dr Jen-li Tsai 

Asia Pacific Regional Secretary. 
: The Most Rev George Fhiraptdsan 
Borad Chairman; Mem bar ofUBS 
Executive Com mittee; Member of 
ASPREC;Member ofUBS Transla- 
tion Subcommittee 



Thank you for your fax of Feb. 1, 1994. It was indeed a very informative 
letter and I thanlc you for your concern. 

As you are well aware, the Thailand Bible society is a part of the 165 member 
countries of the non-profit or^nizatlon-the United Bible Societies. As members 
of one organization our aims and policies are uniform world-wide. Our mission 
wide is to provide Scriptures at prices people can afford locally and in 
languages that people can understand. 

Our translations are strictly true and faitlrful to the origibhal~' texts. We 
sell to all who want and need the Word of God, and we encourage and support all 
those who want to reach the people with Gods God, irrespective of the religion 
of the target audience. 

Thailand is a Buddhist country and the Bible today is placed in none Buddhist 
hands than ever before. We are glad to let you know that one of our projects 
is Bibles for Buddhist Temples, whereby the Holy Bible is making its way to 
monastery libraries. And praise God, wonderful things are happening here, all 
for His glory. 

We may not agree with the doctrine preached by many sects and denominations, 
but we y:&maJLn. faithful to our mission of sa fe-guarding the scriptures in their 
truest form and spreading them to all peoples. 

The Thai Bibles OV83 publir^hedby the WSTS is a copy right of the Thailand Bible 
Society and there has been no violation of the contract v^ith us. 

It is a fact that the Thailand Bible Society ordered for an additional 2,000 
copies of the Thai Bible OV83 following the normal procedures of buying and 
selling. One half of the order was stocked with the American Bible Society for 
ease in sale & distribution. 

I hope that this letter has cleared many of your doubts and that it has also 
given a wider understanding of our mission of making Gods Word open: to all. 

May God bless you and thank you once again for your concern. 

Best regards, ^-^O/-; P 

GOD'S word: HOPE FOR ALL ' y^"^ ■ Dr. Somdee Poosawtse 
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